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Sixteen Conjoined Divination
Inscriptions of the Huang Group

Chang Yu-Wei"

Abstract

Conjunction of divination inscriptions on oracle bones not only contributes to
the completeness of inscription decipherment but also helps to restore oracle bones to
their original appearances. The inscriptions of the Huang Group approximately date
from the reign of Di Yi and Di Xin [Emperors Yi and Xin], when tortoise plastrons
and animals’ scapulae are the main divination tools. This article collects sixteen
recently conjoined divination inscriptions of the Huang Group; two of them are
incised on tortoise plastrons and the other fourteen on animals’ scapulae. Five of
them are the author’s additions to previous scholarly works, while the other eleven
are newly conjoined by the author. During the process of conjoining, the author
discovers that two divination inscriptions have mistakenly been pieced together by

previous scholars and therefore re-conjoins them with other two inscriptions.

Keywords: oracle bones, Huang Group, conjoin, mis-conjunction

* Doctor of Philosophy, Department of Chinese literature, National Taiwan University.
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